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(Phony0 pain felt by
evangelicals?

Dear Editor,

Saw your article in the June 23 issue,
in which Loran Berck is quoted as say-
ing, “They were hearing one another’s
pain” around LGBT issues. Yeah, right.
Is “hearing your pain” the catch phrase
of the Clinton years? It’s phony pain —
an effort to “seem” Christian — if it’s
never follow up on.

Don Fado told me the night of the
Church and Society banquet in Cleveland
that his fellow members who were Good
Newsers on the Faith and Order Commit-
tee were saying, early on, that they wanted
compromise on these issues. Then what
did they all do when the votes came? They
voted the same way they always had —
wouldn’t even acknowledge that the di-
vision should allow for a moratorium on
trials for four years.

What they want is all the bitterness to
cease without their giving up anything.
They feel “why should we?” since they’ve
got the votes.

The “I feel your pain” talk is a
smokescreen until they are willing to yield
somewhat on enforcement of the Disci-
pline.

Bruce Pettit
San Francisco

Conference touches new Fred Finch officialls heart  Pastors quit[ing

Dear Editor,

In June, | attended my first Annual Con-
ference as the representative from Fred
Finch Youth Center. As a new employee, |
know the historical connection of Fred
Finch to the UMC, yet | never experienced
the support of the UMC in the form of
speaking with so many people who have
contributed to Fred Finch throughout the
years.

| could not help but be touched by all of
the hands that have had a part in building
the agency that has been in existence since
1891! The theme of service touched me the
most at Conference. | participated in the
V.1.M. projects on Friday morning and then
returned to the convention center and gave
blood, the first time | had done so in many
years.

| was grateful for the opportunity to serve
and recognized that this theme permeates
the United Methodist Church. My final im-
pression of Conference came at Bishop
Talbert’s retirement dinner. There, | recog-
nized the diversity of people represented at
Conference and thus in the UMC. How
many organizations or churches can boast
of such a diverse membership? I can not
think of many, and while this may lead to
issues to be resolved within the church, these
are the very issues with which our society
as a whole is struggling. So, to hear about

Oops: Corrections gladly made

Marvel Walter wrote to say there was
a problem with how the Review identi-
fied the lady standing next to the pastor
of the newest Korean UM church.

The caption for the July 7 picture
should have said that the bishop and dis-
trict superintendent conveyed the church
charter to Pastor San En Han and “the
church’s newly elected Lay Leader, Jung
Ja Pak”. Due to an information gathering
error, we had the lady labelled as the
pastor’s wife.

Keeping track of people’s titles was
evidently a problem in the June 23 issue,
which was full of Annual Conference
news.

In the Hands-on Mission story, Rev.
Paul Wiberg was quoted about what hap-
pened at a Sacramento retirement home
when volunteers helped on various car-
pentry projects. Either Rev. Wiberg mis-
stated Bill Beck’s affiliation, or your edi-
tor mistakenly changed his connections

when transcribing the tape.

Beck gently chides us: “In the June 23
report on Hands on Mission projects on
Friday of Conference my name is attached
to the phrase Habitat for Humanity. | am
flattered, but | have been with Heifer
Project International for 40 years. Bill.”

For the record, he is (according to his
e-mail to us) Dr. Bill E. Beck Volunteer
Cowboy, Custodian, History Writer,
Heifer Project International, Modesto.
His e-mail address is bill.beck@heifer.org

And District Superintendent Dave
Bennett’s name is spelled with two ‘t’s at
the end, not just one, as I had the misfor-
tune to write in an edition several months
ago. He was gracious about it.

We strive for typographical and factual
accuracy. If we’ve goofed, please gently
point it out to us, and we’ll happily make
a correction at the earliest opportunity. E-
mail (see below) is quickest and most ac-
curate. A phone call works, too. —TL

Bishop Talbert’s legacy of Reconciliation,
and to feel a part of an organization that
continues to grapple with the issues of di-
versity head on, was most welcome to me.
I arrived back at Fred Finch Youth Cen-
ter on the Monday after Conference with
new insights about the Fred Finch Youth
Center, some new friendships forged over
the week, and a renewed desire to contrib-
ute to this agency’s legacy of serving our
society’s most troubled children. For this |
am quite thankful. | want to extend my
heartfelt thanks to all of those who took the
time to speak with me about Fred Finch
Youth Center at Conference: thank you for
sharing your memories of the center and
your well wishes for its future with me.
Sam Collins, Development Director
Fred Finch Youth Center, Oakland

See what’s in the next is-
sue before it arrives! Go
to the Conference web-

site www.gbgm-umc.org/
canv and click your
mouse on the Review
link.

saddens ERF head

By Review staff

The recent departure of four of this
Conference’s conservative-evangelical
pastors has rattled and strained congre-
gations in three of Cal-Nevada’s seven
Districts. Two of the former UMC pas-
tors have started churches aligned with the
Wesleyan Church.

Three were members of the Evangeli-
cal Renewal Fellowship. President Rob-
ert Kuyper is distressed and concerned.

“l am deeply saddened by the depar-
ture of so many good friends,” he told the
Review.

“It seriously weakens the evangelical
witness in our conference and even jeop-
ardizes the future of the Evangelical Re-
newal Fellowship,” the Bakersfield Trin-
ity UMC pastor said.

Mistakes were made on both sides, he
related, “but | do feel that all churches and
denominations have institutional prob-
lems.” Kuyper said the United Methodist
system “is a human system and has its fail-
ures, like all sinful human systems.”

He warned that leaving the denomina-
tion might not prove to be the answer for
pastors who are upset. “I fear those who
are leaving and have left will sadly find
out their new situations are no better.”

Visit the Conference website: www.gbgm-umc.org/canv

Seeking your input

The Cal-Nevada UM Review accepts
stories and Letters to the Editor for
most of its editions, and tries to pub-
lish as many as possible.

We do reserve the right, however, to
publish items on a space-available ba-
sis, and to edit submissions for length
and content.

If there are scores of letters present-
ing both sides of a contentious topic,
we reserve the right to use excerpts
from a variety of letters in a column on
this page, giving equal space to vary-
ing points of view.

Send submissions to UM Review
Editor, P.O. Box 980250, West Sacra-
mento CA 95798-0250, or to UM Re-
view Editor at cnumr@aol.com.

Letters, opinion columns and stories
should be submitted 10 to 14 days be-
fore the edition is published.

Article deadlines
for UM Review

*Note: dates have changed
Aug. 18 items by Aug. 7
Sept. 1 items by Aug. 18
Sept. 15 items by Sept. 1
Sept. 29 items by Sept. 14
Oct. 14 items by Sept. 29
Oct. 28 items by Oct. 14

online at: www.gbgm-umc.org/canv
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